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Executive Summary 

 

This report is presented by AlertaVenezuela. It focuses mainly on the fulfillment of 

international human rights commitments by Venezuela, the country's cooperation with the 

UN human rights system and the access of civil society to inclusive processes of participation 

in the design and execution of plans and policies on rights. humans. 

 

I. Acceptance of International Norms (Theme A12) 

 

1. Venezuela ratified the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 

and Members of Their Families and the Optional Protocol on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights. However the following treaties have not been ratified: Optional Protocol 

against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; 

Investigation procedure of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child; Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; 

Convention on the Status of Refugees; Convention to Reduce Cases of Statelessness; 

Convention on the Status of Stateless Persons. 

2. In 2012, the State denounced the American Convention on Human Rights3, leaving it 

outside the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court. The recommendations to return to 

the inter-American system have been rejected by the State. 

3. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights had scheduled an on-site visit to 

Venezuela from February 4 to 7, 2020. However, the State prevented the delegation from 

entering the country, so it moved to Colombia, from where took different testimonies and 

conducted interviews with organizations. 

Recommendations: 

4. Ratify Optional Protocol against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment or punishment; Investigation procedure of the Optional Protocol to the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child; Convention for the Protection of All Persons 

from Enforced Disappearance; Convention on the Status of Refugees and its 

Protocol; Protocol on the Status of Refugees; Convention to Reduce Cases of 

Statelessness; Convention on the Status of Stateless Persons. 

5. Reconsider its decision to denounce the American Convention on Human Rights and 

return to the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

6. Allow free access to the country for the organs of the inter-American human rights 

system. 

 

II. National Mechanism for Reporting and Follow-up (Theme A21) 



7. Although there is no access to the content of the letters of understanding signed by the 

State with the OHCHR in September 2020 and September 2021, it has been informally 

known that the Office would be providing technical assistance for the development of the 

NMRF. However, in March 2021 the State announced that it would review the 

relationship with the OHCHR and in June of the same year, the suspension of the 

technical assistance programs was known, so the current state of development of this 

mechanism is uncertain, and there are fears of its possible interruption. In addition, there 

is no participation of independent civil society organizations in the process, and it is 

unknown whether the result will be a system to which anyone has access to ensure broad 

participation in monitoring the commitments made. 

Recommendation: 

8. Finalize the creation of a national system for the supervision and monitoring of 

human rights, with technical assistance from the OHCHR, ensuring the 

participation of civil society and with open access to the system by the population. 

III. Cooperation with Treaty Bodies (Theme A22) 

9. Venezuela has delays in submitting reports to different treaty bodies, including: 

Committee against Torture (due November 2018); Committee on the Elimination of all 

Forms of Racial Discrimination (due January 2016); Committee on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights (due June 2020); and Committee on the Rights of the Child (due July 

2020). 

10. The recommendations made by the treaty bodies are not put into practice by the State and 

there is no follow-up mechanism. 

Recommendations: 

11. Complete the presentation of pending reports to the Committee against Torture, 

the Committee for the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, the 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the 

Rights of the Child. 

12. Comply with the recommendations of the treaty bodies and ensure a follow-up 

mechanism accessible to the population. 

  



IV. National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) (Theme A45) 

13. As a result of the special review, which took place in March 2015, the Subcommittee on 

Accreditations of the International Committee for the Coordination of National Human 

Rights Institutions (SCA - ICC) recommended lowering the accreditation of the 

Ombudsman's Office of Venezuela (DPV) to category B. In May 2016, a new review was 

carried out, in order to determine if the DPV had accepted the observations made by the 

SCA - ICC, ratifying the downgrade to Category B, due to its lack of independence and 

non-compliance of the Paris Principles. The DPV challenged the recommendation, which 

was ratified by the SCA - ICC in October of the same year. 

14. In August 2017, the unconstitutional national constituent assembly appointed a new 

ombudsman without complying with the selection procedure established by the 

Constitution, thus maintaining the assumptions that led to the degradation of the 

Ombudsman's Office in 2016. 

Recommendations: 

15. Adapt the functioning of the Ombudsman's Office in accordance with the norms 

established in the principles relating to the status of national institutions for the 

promotion and protection of human rights (Paris Principles).  

16. Guarantee that the selection process for the head of the Ombudsman's Office 

complies with constitutional regulations, with criteria of transparency and 

participation of civil society organizations. 

V. National Plans of Action on Human Rights (Theme A46) 

17. The first National Plan of Action on Human Rights (NPAHR), which covered the period 

2016 - 2019, was not the product of a broad and inclusive consultation, nor did it have 

the technical assistance of the OHCHR for its preparation. Since 2019, the State 

announced the preparation of the second NPAHR with technical assistance from the 

OHCHR. However, there has been no participatory evaluation of the previous plan, nor 

has there been a broad consultation with civil society. 

Recommendation: 

18. Develop a second NPAHR, based on a broad and participatory evaluation of the 

previous Plan, with the technical assistance of the OHCHR. 

  



VI. Cooperation with special procedures (Theme A24) 

19. At least ten special procedures have requested to visit the country, but none have been 

authorized; some requests have been pending for about 10 years. Although informally it 

has been known that the visits of the special procedures are an integral part of the Letter 

of Understanding between the OHCHR and the State, after two years of the OHCHR's 

presence in the country there has only been one visit. 

Recommendation: 

20. Respond positively to all pending visit requests from special procedures and extend 

a standing invitation to mandate holders. 

VII. Cooperation with other international mechanisms and institutions 

(Theme A28) 

21. OHCHR produced two reports in 20171 and 20182 on the situation of human rights in 

Venezuela, for which he did not have the collaboration of the State, which did not 

authorize the visits of the OHCHR to the country. The State reacted angrily to these 

reports, alleging that the Office had exceeded its functions, as it did not have an express 

mandate from the Human Rights Council or the General Assembly to carry out said 

reports, and did not hesitate to classify them as politicized and the product of “grim 

exercise” of the mandate of the High Commissioner3. 

22. In 2019, the State extended an invitation to the High Commissioner to visit the country. 

The visit took place in June 2019 and the establishment of an OHCHR presence in 

Venezuela was announced, based on a letter signed with the Venezuelan government in 

September 2019. In September 2020, the High Commissioner announced the renewal of 

the letter. Both letters are confidential, so the agreements contained in them are unknow. 

23. On the occasion of the oral update on Venezuela presented by the High Commissioner to 

the Human Rights Council in March 2021, the government of Venezuela announced that 

“it will review the relationship with the office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights and the next renewal of the Letter of Commitment”4. By July 2021, it was learned 

 
1 OHCHR. Human Rights Violations and Abuses in the Context of Protests in the Bolivarian Republic of 

Venezuela https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/VE/HCReportVenezuela_1April-

31July2017_EN.pdf  
2 Human Rights Violations in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela: A Downward Spiral with No End in 

Sight. https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/VE/VenezuelaReport2018_EN.pdf  
3 Ministry of Popular Power for Foreign Relations. Venezuela rechaza politizado informe del Alto 

Comisionado de la ONU para los Derechos Humanos. http://www.mppre.gob.ve/comunicado/venezuela-

rechaza-politizado-informe-del-alto-comisionado-de-la-onu-para-los-derechos-humanos/  
4 Ministry of Popular Power for Foreign Relations. Communique. March 11, 2021. 

http://www.mppre.gob.ve/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Venezuela-revisara-relacion-con-Oficina-de-la-Alta-

Comisionada-Michelle-Bachelet-ante-desacertadas-declaraciones.pdf  

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/VE/HCReportVenezuela_1April-31July2017_EN.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/VE/HCReportVenezuela_1April-31July2017_EN.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/VE/VenezuelaReport2018_EN.pdf
http://www.mppre.gob.ve/comunicado/venezuela-rechaza-politizado-informe-del-alto-comisionado-de-la-onu-para-los-derechos-humanos/
http://www.mppre.gob.ve/comunicado/venezuela-rechaza-politizado-informe-del-alto-comisionado-de-la-onu-para-los-derechos-humanos/
http://www.mppre.gob.ve/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Venezuela-revisara-relacion-con-Oficina-de-la-Alta-Comisionada-Michelle-Bachelet-ante-desacertadas-declaraciones.pdf
http://www.mppre.gob.ve/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Venezuela-revisara-relacion-con-Oficina-de-la-Alta-Comisionada-Michelle-Bachelet-ante-desacertadas-declaraciones.pdf


that the Office's technical assistance programs with the Executive were suspended and 

that the OHCHR presence in Venezuela was not being allowed to visit prisons. 

24. The State has also refused to cooperate with the Independent International Fact-Finding 

Mission on the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 5. Despite repeated communications 

from the Mission, the State has denied it access to visit the country. 

Recomendations: 

25. Ensure greater cooperation from Venezuela including access to available 

information on the nature of the agreement between the OHCHR and the 

Venezuelan authorities. 

26. Advance towards the establishment of a country office in Venezuela based on 

transparency and participation of members of national and international civil 

society and interested States. 

27. Allow unrestricted access to the country of the Independent International Fact-

Finding Mission on the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 

 

 
5 Created by resolution 42/25 of the Human Rights Council and renewed by resolution 45/20. 


